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Justified by His Grace
By Mrs. E. G. White

Why do you not cease from sin? You may overcome if you
will co-operate with God. Christ’s promise is sure. He pledges
Himself to fill the office of personal intercessor, saying, “ 1 will
pray the Father.” He who could not see human beings exposed
to destruction without pouring out His soul unto death to save
them from eternal ruin, will look with pity and compassion
upon every soul who realizes that he cannot save himself. He
will see no trembling suppliant without raising him up. He who
through His own atonement provided for them an. infinite fund
of moral power, will not fail to employ this power in their
behalf. He will impute to them His own righteousness.

Christ accepts the surrender of the soul. He has pledged
Himself to be our substitute and surety, and He neglects no one.
There is an inexhaustible fund of perfect obedience accruing
from His obedience. How is it that such an infinite treasure is
not appreciated? In heaven the merits of Christ, His self-denial
and self-sacrifice, are treasured up as incense, to be offered up
with the prayers of His people. As sincere, humble prayers
ascend to the throne of God, Christ mingles with them the
meyits of His life of perfect obedience. Our prayers are made
fragrant by this incense. Christ has pledged Himself to inter-
cede in our behalf, and the Father always hears His Son. Pray,
then; pray without ceasing, an answer is sure to come. But let
me speak in warning: If any man regard iniquity in his heart,
the Lord will not hear him.

Tt is our privilege to avail ourselves of Christ’s mediatorial
influence. Let us then increase in wisdom and knowledge by
praying much, being instant in prayer at all times, looking unto
Jesus, the author and finisher of our faith. The name of Jesus
must be in our hearts and fall from our lips. The eye of faith
must behold the Lamb of God, which taketh away the sin of the
world.— General Conference Bulletin, 1899, pp. 101, 102.
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INTER-AMERICAN DIVISION
BY H. ¥. COBBAN

It was my privilege to atterd the an-
nual meeting of the Inter-American Di-
vision Committee held in Balboa, Canal
Zone, June 4-14, Just preceding the com-
mittee meeting there had been held a
meeting of the mission treasurers and a
home missionary secretaries’ convention,
and thus an unusually large representation
from the entire Inter-American territory
was present at the opening of the com-
mittee meeting. The business of the com-
mittee was largely routine, arranging for
furloughs of workers, transfer of workers
between fields, making up of budgets for
next year, etc.

Time was given in the evening to the
representatives of various sections of the
fleld to report the progress of the work.
These reports were very encouraging and
inspiring. From all sections of the field
there is distinct evidence that God has set
"His hand to finish the work in a short
time. This seems particularly true of
flelds which have hitherto been looked
upon as difficult, if not unpromising.

D. A. Parsons, superintendent of the
Mexican Union Mission, said that for more
than two years the work in that great
field has been without leaders, for the
reason that the lay members of the church
had been so active in creating new in-
terests that it was taking all the time
of those who would otherwise be leaders
to follow up these interests. It has been
impossible for any of these workers to
hold a public effort, because all their time
is taken up in caring for the new .be-
lievers who have accepted the message as
a result of the work of the members of
the church.

William Steele, as he was sailing for
Venezuela, his present field of labor, said
that he felt sure, if conditions were such
as to permit of his holding & public effort
in Caracas, the capital city, & new church
of thirty or forty members could be raised
up within a few weeks. Other workers
gave similar reports.

The Inter-American field has an ear-
nest corps of workers, and the bringing
of them together proved to be & source
of great encouragement and inspiration to
them. Having come from widely distant
points in the homeland to labor in &
field whose territory is in many cases
separated by miles of ocean, many of
these workers had never before had the
privilege of meeting one another. Hav-
ing now had the privilege of meeting to-
gether in Christian fellowship, they have
returned to their respective fields with a
feeling of unity and of sympathetic in-
terest in one another’s problems that
would not have been possible otherwise.

The new headquarters for the Inter-
American Division was completed just in
time for the meeting. The headquarters
consists of an office building and five
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cottages for workers. The office building is
two stories high. On the first floor are a
chapel and two guest rooms, and on the
second floor are offices for the officers
and departmental secretaries. The homes
of the workers are plain and simple, and
yet all cozy and comfortable. The style
of building is much like that followed by
the United States Government in the
buildings erected for the employees of the
Panama Canal.” ‘

The location of our division headquarters
is all that can be desired. Balboa is what
might be termed the capital of the Canal
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of the Columbia Union Conference, bore
this testimony:

“I am glad to say a word for the Fire=-
side, and I can speak from personal expe-
rience. A few years ago I enrolled for the
course in journalism because I desired to
know more about how to use the news-
papers in my public work. I endeavored to
be regular in sending in my recitation pa-
pers, and these were returned promptly,
with helpful suggestions and criticisms. I
found my instructor deeply interested in
my progress, and willing to help me in
every possible way. The course was a real

CHHY RIS

Headquarters of the
Inter-American Di-
vision, Panama,
Canal Zone
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Zone, for here is the Administration
Building for the Panama Canal and the
Canal Zone. Land is scarce and difficult
to obtain in Balboa. None is sold, and
all that is used by private individuals or

'organizations is leased. The plot secured

by the people on which to erect the head-
quarters is high and on a corner formed
by the junction of the two principal roads
from Balboa to Panama City. On the
property are quite a number of large
mango trees, affording both shade and a
supply of fruit. It has been a source of
surprise to many that such a fine location
should be secured. The Lord has surely
blessed our brethren in the securing and
building of a headquarters for the great
Inter-American field, and we rejoice to see
them so comfortably housed. Our group
of buildings, standing as it does on the
principal road between Balboa and Pan-
ama City, attracts considerable attention,
and will no doubt cause many persons to
inquire concerning the truth which it
represents.
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WHAT A BUSY UNION PRESIDENT
THINKS OF THE FIRESIDE

BY M. E. OLSEN

IT is especially encouraging to the Fire-
side workers to see our brethren who are
carrying heavy administrative duties out
in the field, finding time to carry on cor-
respondence studies. At a recent camp-
meeting when correspondence study was
under discussion, F. H. Robbins, president

Homes of Our Workers in Panama, Canal Zome -.. ' -

benefit to me, and while it required some
effort at times to find opportunity to write
out the test papers and send them in, I
felt that I was richly repaid. I completed
thq,t course and received my certificate.
This summer I have enrolled for the course
in parliamentary law. I shall be carrying
around in my pocket the little blue text-
book, and in due time I shall finish this
course also. :

“Brethren, it is worth our while to take
time for growth and self-improvement.
We must not take a cheap view of the work
God has committed to us. It is a sacred
work, and it calls for the best that is in
us. There are correspondence courses
thaﬁ fit the needs of workers in all ranks.
It is just as necessary for the colporteur to
master the art of salesmanship as for the
blacksmith to learn his trade. It takes
practice to become a good colporteur, but
it _also requires study of the fundamental
principles, and the Fireside course pre-
pared especially for our colporteurs should
be taken by all who desire to excel.

“Study by correspondence is also well
adapted to the needs of our ministers. We
_need the knowledge that comes from tak-
ing courses in Bible, history, and English,
in order to grow intellectually. Let us get
the best preparation we can. The best is
none too good for those who are coworkers
with the God of heaven. This is no com-
mon work we are engaged in. The devil
may try to discourage us, but we must go
right forward with our work, and expect
of ourselves more diligence and skill day
by day. There is nothing that will do more
to put our ministry on vantage ground
than for ‘every one of our ministers to cul-
tivpte the habit of giving a few minutes
daily to advanced study, with the help of
a teacher.”

# # .

THE INTER-MOUNTAIN CAMP
MEETING

BY W. A. SPICER

I rounp myself wishing our missionaries
in the far lands could have dropped into
that Inter-Mountain Conference camp-
meeting among the mountains of western
Colorado. It seemed to me I caught the
keynote of the meeting in the school
chapel of the Inter-Mountain Academy,
where church officers and Sabbath school
officers had gathered, led by Elder J. W.
Turner, the president, in a study of how
to stand by the missionary advance. It
was agreed that the entire conference from
that time forth should aim to increase

- maission gifts in a very. definite way. It was

-a_Joy. to hear these brethren and sisters
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The General Conference Is Quer

(Sent in by Telephone)

Tuar General Conference for 1930 is in
the past. After fourteen days of earmnest
labor, every hour filled to the full, the
meeting has adjourned. It has been a
great and truly inspiring gathering. The
instruction given during the Bible study
and sermon hours wag deeply spiritual.
The hearts of the listeners were thrilled
many times at the new revelation of
God’s love, The migsionary sketches
brought home to those who heard, a new
and deeper realization of the miracles of
grace which are being wrought in the
great mission field and of the importance
of the tagsk yet to be accomplished.

The plang adopted in Conference ses-
sion demonstrated anew the excellent
gystem of organization which permeates
this movement to earth’s remotest bounds.
Many of these plans are far-reaching in
their world-wide application, and will
tend very greatly to accelerate the mes-
sage in the next four years. Committees
have done earnest and faithful work, and
they report that while there hag been
full freedom of discussion, a spirit of ut-
most unity has prevailed in every recom-
mendation made to the Conference.

This Conference has breathed anew the
gpirit of loyalty to the advent hope, to
the principles of the threefold message.
Again and again has this note been
sounded by various speakers from the
platform, and the hearty “amens” from
the floor have demonstrated the united
vision and unified purpose of the thou-
sands in attendance. A gpirit of brotherly
love has beamed on the faces of those
present. It has been demonstrated in the
hearty handeclasps, in the expressions of
love and brotherly interest.

So far as we know, there have been no
discordant notes sounded, and this is not
true because there have been no differ-
ences of opinion, or because freedom of
discussion wag lacking, But after open
and earnest discussion, the result has
been at last unified and concerted action,
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demonstrating the guiding Spirit of God
in all the work.

But now the meeting is over. The dele-
gates are packing their effects, prepara-
tory to taking trains and boats to their
filelds of labor. Indeed, many have already
gone. The Executive Committee of the
General Conference will remain in ses-
sion several days to consider questions
pertaining to their particular work.

And so we pass into another quadren-
nial period. Where the next General
Conference will be held, we cannot fore-

cast. As we view the rapidly closing -

work, and the evidences on every hand
that God has set His hand to do a quick
work in the earth, we wonder sometimes
if there will be another General Confer-
ence. Only God knows. Our times are
in Hig hand. We can commit the future
safely to His keeping. We know that He
will finish the work soon, and that He
will come speedily, much sooner than we
realize. Until He comes, until the church
militant shall become the church trium-
phant, it is for usg to labor on faithfully
and unceasingly.

We shall follow with our prayers, as
we know every reader will, our delegates
as they go back to earth’s remotest bounds.
We pray that the blessing of God may
be with them., Many of them face great
walls of heathen and Catholic supersti-
tion, barriers of caste and racial preju-
dice. They need special power from God
to enable them to gucceed in their work,
and we who remain in the homeland must
hold the ropes steady, must be faithful
in furnishing sinews of war in conse-
crated men and means, in order to
strengthen the thin line of missionary
advance in the great world field.

May God add His blessing to the work
that has been done at this Conference. May
He add His blessing in the coming four
years, and make the next quadrennium the
most fruitful in all the experience of this
world-wide movement. F. M. W,
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to do it in secret. In 1923, when Elder
Town and Elder Kotz visited Jugoslavia,
the seal was on the doors of our churches
and our publishing house. Later we re-
ceived some liberty. Then conditions
changed, and just before we left Jugo-
glavia, a few months ago, our brethren
and sisters were suffering persecution,
and nineteen of our churches were locked.
Just recently the president of one of our
conferences was imprisoned and held in
chains. Our brethren have been working
and we have this cable: “We got free-
dom in Jugoslavia. Greetings to all our
brethren. [Signed] MocNIK.”

“Faith of Our Fathers” was sung in
closing, and G. W. Wells pronounced the
benediction.

I. H, Evans, OChairman.
B. Korz, Secretary.

e oo
Twentieth Meeting

Junge 9, 10:30 A. M.

'W. H. Branson in the chair.

Following the opening song, J. S. Wash-
burn led the delegates in prayer.

W. H. Beanson: M. E. Kern, the acting
Secretary, has an announcement to make
concerning certain reports .that should
come before us.

M. E. Kern: The Committee on Plans
has a partial report to make. I move,
Mr. Chairman, that this report be ordered
printed in the Work Sheet.

W. H. Branson: If this is done, the
business will then be placed in your hands
at the next meeting. (The motion pre-
vailed.)

M. E. KerN: The Committee on Consti-
tution and Working Policy have a report
to make, I move that this be ordered
printed in the Work Sheet.

'W. H. BransoN: Those who favor this
will say “Aye.”—It is carried. Now I
understand that the Committee on Dis-
tribution of Labor has a partial report.

E. Kotz read the report, as follows:

REPORT, DISTRIBUTION OF LABOR
COMMITTEE

Your Committee on Distribution of
Labor would respectfully submit the fol-
lowing partial report: /

North America

We recommend, That the Pacific Union
Conference be requested to release L. E.
Morrison, to connect with the Columbia
Union for work in the East Pennsylvania
Conference.

That we request the Southwestern Un-
jon to secure the release of Benjamin
G. Butherus, to take the position of pre-
ceptor in the Inter-American Academy.

That the Columbia Union and the Hast
Pennsylvania Conference be requested to
release C, S. Prout, to connect with the
Pacific Union for work in the Southeast-
ern California Conference.

That the Western Canadian Union be
requested to release David Gulbrandson,
for work in the Minnesota Conference.

That the Southeastern Union be re-
quested to release . R. Isaac, to connect
with the Lake Union as educational sec-
retary of the union,

That we request the Central Union to
gecure the release of W. A. Nelson, of the
Inter-Mountain .Conference, to connect
with the Lake Union for the principalship
of the Cedar Lake Academy.

That the Southern Publishing Associa-
tion be asked to release C. G. Ortner, to
take the secretary-treasurership of the
Southeastern Union Conference.
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That we request the Lake Union and
the Indiana Conference to release Arva
Nickless, to connect with the work in the
Atlantic Union Conference.

That we request the Atlantic Union to
releagse T. M. Butler to connect with the
Lake Union for work in the Indiana Con-
ference. .

Foreign

That Dr. Carl Larsen, of Washington,
D. C., be invited to connect with the
African Division for medical missionary
work in the Central African Union Mis-
sion, medical reports for himself and Sis-
ter Larsen being accepted as satisfactory.

That Dr. C. F. Birkenstock be released
from the call to return to Africa.

That Dr. John Potts be invited to con-
nect with the African Division, for work
in the Southeast African Union Mission.

That in view of unfavorable medical
report, S. H. Ortner, of Missouri, be re-
leasgd from the call to Bolivia.

That we invite S. R. Loomis, of Union
College, to connect with the South Amex-
ican Division, as treasurer of the Bolivia
Mission.

That the Central European Division be
requested to release W. Edener, to connect
with the Southern European Divigion as
president of the German-Swiss Conference

That Miss Vera Moriarty be released
from the call to nursing work in the
Philippines.

That Miss Bessie Irvine, of the Oshawa
Missionary College, be invited to connect
with the sanitarium work in the Philip-
pines, her medical report being accepted
as satisfactory.

That we request the Lake Union and the
West Michigan Conference to release Les-
lie Dunn, to connect with the Inter-
Amnerican Division to serve as teacher in
the West Indian Training School.

That we invite Frank Wallace, of the
North Pacific Union, to take the principal-
ship of the West Indian Training School
in Jamaica.

That we request the Pacific Union and
the Southern California Conference to
release C. C. Ellis for evangelistic work
in the Central American Union Mission.

That we request the Southern Union
and the Louisiana-Mississippi Conference
to release J. D. Smith, to take the presi-
dency of the Leeward Islands Conference
in the Inter-American Division.

That we invite L. G. Jorgensen, for-
merly of the South American Divigion, to
connect with the Inter-American Division
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for the secretaryship of the Educational
and Missionary Volunteer Departments
of the Caribbean Union Conference.

That we ask the North Pacific Union
and the Montana Conference to release
Arthur Hempel, to serve as teacher in
the Caribbean Union Training School, in
the Inter-American Division.

That Robert Bickett, of the General
Conference Treasury Department, be in-
vited to connect with the Inter-American
Division, to serve in the South Caribbean
Conference,

That we confirm the invitation to Mer-
rill Smith, of Union College, to connect
with the Caribbean Union Training
School as teacher.

That Drs. O. 8. Ritchie and Ralph
Smith be invited to go to Mexico as self-
supporting medical missionaries.

‘W. H. BrangoN: There is still oppor-
tunity to raise objection or ask questions
regarding any of these transfers. Are
you ready to vote upon the report of the
Committee on Distribution of Labor as a
whole?

It was voted that the report be adopted
as a whole.

W. H. BransoN: Brother Slade will
present a report from the Nominating
Committee.

E. K. Slade read the following report:

REPORT OF NOMINATING
COMMITTEE

Your Committee on Nominations re-
spectfully submits the following partial
report:

Elective members of the General Con-
ference Committee: W, E. Howell, B. E.
Beddoe.

" Far Eastern Division
Vice-President, Frederick Griggs.
Secretary-Treasurer, M. L. Rice.

Departments

That the action electing J. C. Thomp-
son as an associate secretary of the Gen-
eral Conference Sabbath School Depart-
ment be rescinded, and that he be elected
HEducational and Missionary Volunteer
Secretary for the Far Eastern Division.

Medical Department: Secretary, Dr.
Horace A. Hall.

Sabbath School: Secretary, Mrs. Fred-
erick Griggs.

China Division
Vice-Pregident, Dr., H. W. Miller.
Secretary, C. C. Crisler.

Treasurer, C. C. Morris.

Office of the Inter-American Division, Balboa, Canal Zone
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El establecimiento de la Division Interamericana en 1922

El siguiente articulo ha sido editado y abreviado de su publicacion original en la Encyclopedia

of Seventh-day Adventists (https./encyclopedia.adventist.org/). Al final se incluye el enlace

al articulo complete. —Noticias de la Division Interamericana

14 de enero de 2022 | Miami, Florida, Estados Unidos | Por Glenn O. Phillips e Israel Leito

Numerosos factores llevaron al establecimiento de la Division Interamericana en mayo de
1922. El rapido crecimiento de la feligresia fue un factor principal. En 1922, la Cuenca del
Caribe y la mitad norte de América Latina habian albergado a miles de miembros adventistas
de unas cuatro décadas antes. Se cree que los impresos adventistas llegaron por primera vez
de Gran Bretafa a Haiti en 1879, enviados por el pastor J. N. Loughborough, y eso llevd a que
muchos aceptaran el sdbado vy siguieran los mensajes de los tres angeles.®

(https:/encyclopedia.adventist.org/article?id=EI7C&highlight=inter-american|division#fn6)

En 1887, se organizo formalmente con cuarenta miembros bautizados en Georgetown,

Guyana Britdnica (Guyana).” (https:/encyclopedia.adventist.org/article?

id=EI7C&highlight=inter-american|division#fn7) Poco después del comienzo del siglo XX, la

Asociacion General aprobd tres asociaciones adventistas: La Asociacion de Jamaica en 1903,
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y la Asociacion Caribefna del Sur y la Asociacion Panamefa en 1906. En otras dreas de la
region, habia probado ser dificil obtener aceptacidon del mensaje adventista entre la mayoria

de adherentes catdlicos y en las poblacidn de habla mayormente espafiola y francesa.

Durante la década de 1880, los adventistas procuraron enviar impresos a lo que es ahora el
territorio de la Division Interamericana. En 1882, un secretario de la Sociedad Internacional de
Folletos buscar enviar impresos adventistas a Cuba y se comunicd con el consul cubano,
solicitando nombres y direcciones de personas para enviarles impresos religiosos. La

respuesta oficial fue: “No habia nadie que se atreviera a distribuir impresos protestantes en
» 8

(https://encyclopedia.adventist.org/article?id=EI7C&highlight=inter-american|division#fn8)

Cuba, si bien podia ser entregada a los marineros en el puerto
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El mensaje adventista ingreso por diversos puertos en los paises e islas de Interamérica a partir de 1879 en Haiti. [Imagen: Archivos
de fotografia de la Division Interamericana]

Después del conflicto entre Espafa y Estados Unidos al comienzo del siglo XX, el
protestantismo llegd a las costas de Cuba. Durante la década de 1890, unos pocos pioneros
adventistas llevaron sus impresos a México para esparcir los mensajes de los tres dngeles en
Ciudad de México, entre un pequeio grupo de lectores, pero no lograron alcanzar de manera
efectiva a los millones que vivian alli.? (https:/encyclopedia.adventist.org/article?
id=EI7C&highlight=inter-american|division#fn9)

A comienzos de la década de 1870, la hermana Elizabeth Gauterau, que aceptd el mensaje
adventista mientras vivia en San Francisco, California, deseé compartir las buenas nuevas con
los que vivian en Honduras, las Islas de la Bahia y Belice. Reunié muchos nimeros de revistas

Signs of the Times [Sefales de los tiempos] y salid en un viaje misionero personal. Llegd a
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Honduras en febrero de 1886 y comenzd a esparcir el evangelio entre sus familiares y

amigos.19 (https://encyclopedia.adventist.org/article?id=EI7C&highlight=inter-

american|division#fn10)

En 1891, el pastor Frank J. Hutchins y su esposa Cora fueron enviados como los primeros
misioneros oficiales a los paises centroamericanos. Llegaron a las Islas de la Bahia,
evangelizando en Honduras, Colombia a través de la Isla de San Andrés, Belice, Guatemala,

Nicaragua, Costa Rica y Panama.M (https://encyclopedia.adventist.org/article?

id=EI7C&highlight=inter-american|division#fn1l) Navegaron en una goleta en el Mar del

Caribe y evangelizaron principalmente en lugares con puertos como los de Livingston en
Guatemala, Limoén en Costa Rica, y Bocas del Toro en Panama, combinando la “obra
ministerial, odontoldgica y de colportaje”. También en 1891, el hermano Salvador Marchisio fue
a México por su cuenta a compartir las buenas nuevas. Para ayudar mejor al pueblo
mexicano, fue a Battle Creek para llegar a ser enfermera y, entonces, en 1893, fue enviado
como misionero a Guadalajara, México.)2 (https://encyclopedia.adventist.org/article?
id=EI7C&highlight=inter-american|division#fn12)

El adventismo realizd progresos significativos en el nimero de miembros a lo largo de los
afos. ENn 1922, al momento de la creacion de la Divisidon Interamericana, mas de 7000
miembros vivian en esa vasta region, reuniéndose en 200 iglesias adventistas. Mas de 100
misioneros prestaban servicios en la region.® (https://encyclopedia.adventist.org/article?

id=EI7C&highlight=inter-american|division#fn13) Existian nueve campos misioneros y otros

grupos en diversas areas de la obra de la iglesia, pero estaban separados de las estructuras

administrativas formales de la Iglesia Adventista mundial.
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Los lideres adventistas de la iglesia en el mundo posan para una fotografia, durante la organizacién oficial de la Division
Interamericana en San Francisco, California, Estados Unidos, en 1922. [Imagen: Archivos de fotografias de la Division
Interamericanal
En 1922, la feligresia de la Iglesia Adventista del Séptimo Dia mostrd resultados animadores
de crecimiento, principalmente entre la poblacidn protestante de la regidn, en la que vivian

40 millones de personas en mas de 30 paises.M (https:/encyclopedia.adventist.org/article?

id=El7C&highlight=inter-american|division#fn14) La mayoria de los conversos y creyentes

adventistas residia en regiones de habla inglesa de las Antillas Menores y la Zona del Canal de
Panama. Aunqgue las circunstancias politicas de comienzos de la década de 1920 habian
permitido un crecimiento modesto en México, no habia casi adventistas en los paises con
mucha mas poblacidn de habla espafiola. En 1922, la Republica de Colombia, con casi seis

millones de habitantes, tenia una sola iglesia adventista con once creyentes.1®

(https:/encyclopedia.adventist.org/article?id=El7C&highlight=inter-american|division#fn15)

Aungue el numero de miembros adventistas en la region era lo suficientemente grande como
para justificar la creacidon de una division, las finanzas generadas y los gastos incurridos
podrian haber pospuesta la organizacion de la division. Los lideres de la iglesia que visitaron
el Caribe y las region de Ameérica Latina observaron la ausencia de una estructura
organizacional bien concebida y planificada que pudiera impedir que las diversas partes

incorporadas compitieran entre si por el personal misionero y l10s magros recursos.

Las sedes de las misiones, asociaciones y uniones existentes operalban mayormente en forma
auténoma. Era casi costumbre que los subordinados pasaron por algo a los supervisores
locales y establecieran contacto directo con los lideres de la Asociacion General en

cuestiones relacionadas con el trabajo.

En consecuencia, se creia que, para vencer esta tremenda debilidad organizacional y lograr el
crecimiento significativo y continuo en la iglesia en la regidn, era necesario contar con una

divisidon organizada.’® (https:/encyclopedia.adventist.org/article?id=EI7C&highlight=inter-

american|division#fn16)

Historia organizacional

El 11 de mayo de 1922, en San Francisco, California, en el 40° Congreso de la Asociacion
General, la mayoria de los 581 delegados votaron por la existencia de la Divisidon

Interamericana.” (https:/encyclopedia.adventist.org/article?id=EI7C&highlight=inter-

american|division#fn17) El Boletin de la Asociacion General de 1922 repasa los factores que

llevaron a que los delegados tomaran esa decision. (véase los detalles agui

(https:/encyclopedia.adventist.org/article?id=EI7C&highlight=inter-american|division))



https://encyclopedia.adventist.org/article?id=EI7C&highlight=inter-american|division#fn14
https://encyclopedia.adventist.org/article?id=EI7C&highlight=inter-american|division#fn14
https://encyclopedia.adventist.org/article?id=EI7C&highlight=inter-american|division#fn14
https://encyclopedia.adventist.org/article?id=EI7C&highlight=inter-american|division#fn14
https://encyclopedia.adventist.org/article?id=EI7C&highlight=inter-american|division#fn15
https://encyclopedia.adventist.org/article?id=EI7C&highlight=inter-american|division#fn15
https://encyclopedia.adventist.org/article?id=EI7C&highlight=inter-american|division#fn15
https://encyclopedia.adventist.org/article?id=EI7C&highlight=inter-american|division#fn16
https://encyclopedia.adventist.org/article?id=EI7C&highlight=inter-american|division#fn16
https://encyclopedia.adventist.org/article?id=EI7C&highlight=inter-american|division#fn16
https://encyclopedia.adventist.org/article?id=EI7C&highlight=inter-american|division#fn16
https://encyclopedia.adventist.org/article?id=EI7C&highlight=inter-american|division#fn17
https://encyclopedia.adventist.org/article?id=EI7C&highlight=inter-american|division#fn17
https://encyclopedia.adventist.org/article?id=EI7C&highlight=inter-american|division#fn17
https://encyclopedia.adventist.org/article?id=EI7C&highlight=inter-american|division#fn17
https://encyclopedia.adventist.org/article?id=EI7C&highlight=inter-american|division
https://encyclopedia.adventist.org/article?id=EI7C&highlight=inter-american|division

Sede de la Division Interamericana en Panama (1942-1943). [Imagen: Archivos de fotografia de la Division Interamericana]

A comienzos de la década de 1920, esta configuracion geografica y administrativa inicial
parecid ser el mejor arreglo para traer orden a lo que se percibia como una regidon

diseminada y complicada del mundo.

En el Congreso de 1922, la iglesia votd una nueva constitucion y estatutos que incorporaron la
nueva estructura de la division. El establecimiento de la Division Interamericana fue el
siguiente paso para poner a la estructura organizacional de la iglesia en la regidn a tono con
la Iglesia Adventista mundial. También se tomd un voto necesario para el progreso de la obra
de la iglesia dentro de las regiones del Caribe y del norte de América Latina; se votd hacer de
esta regidn la octava division de la Iglesia Adventista del Séptimo Dia.}®

(https:/encyclopedia.adventist.org/article?id=EI7C&highlight=inter-american|division#fn19),

Las tareas mas dificiles en el establecimiento de la recién creada division fueron la
restructuracién de las unidades organizacionales y administrativas que existian antes del
establecimiento de la Division Interamericana. Se crearon tres uniones misiones: La Union
Mision Azteca, que comprendia el trabajo de la Iglesia Adventista en México, Guatemala,
Honduras, y la Colonia de la Honduras Britanica (ahora Belice); la Unién Mision
Centroamericana, que abarcaba los demas paises de América Central, notablemente Panam3a;
y la Unidn de las Indias Occidentales Britanicas, con sede en Jamaica, gue comprendia la
mayor parte de las Antillas Menores v las tres Guyanas en el norte de Sudamérica.2®
(https:/encyclopedia.adventist.org/article?id=EI7C&highlight=inter-american|division#fn20)

Se cred también un boletin de noticias de toda la division para compartir noticias
importantes, informacion y articulos sobre varios temas pertinentes a todos los miembros del

territorio. Esa publicacidn mensual se inicid en 1924 y se denomind “Mensajero de
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Interamérica”. Para 1928, era publicado en espaniol, el principal idioma de las poblaciones mas

grandes del territorio.?! (https:/encyclopedia.adventist.org/article?id=EI7C&highlight=inter-

american|division#fn21)

La sede de la Division Interamericana en Coconut Grove, Miami, Florida, Estados Unidos, entre 1946 y 1954. [Imagen: Archivos de
fotografias de la Divisién Interamericana]

El evangelismo publico y la ganancia de almas fueron sumamente importantes para los
primeros administradores de la recién creada division. En julio de 1925, en la reunién del

consejo de la division, su presidente anuncid: “Nuestro trabajo primario es el de salvar almas
» 22

en lugar de simplemente administrar asociaciones, misiones e instituciones
(https:/encyclopedia.adventist.org/article?id=EI7C&highlight=inter-american|division#fn22)
La administracion de la division vio la necesidad de establecer mas escuelas de capacitacion
para alumnos pupilos y de desarrollar maneras de apoyar financieramente las pocas que
existian. En el Congreso de la Asociacion General 1930, el presidente de la Divisidn
Interamericana declard: “Nuestras escuelas son las instituciones mas importantes del mundo;
de alli, gue deberian contar con cada profesor necesario para tener éxito en la obra de
capacitar a nuestros jovenes para el servicio eficiente... [En] cada linea de trabajo,
necesitamos obreros que hayan nacido en los trépicos, cuya lengua materna sea la que habla
la gente, que conozcan a las personas como ningun extranjero las conoce, y que estén
acostumbradas a las condiciones climaticas que a menudo resultan fatales para un
extranjero”.23 (https://encyclopedia.adventist.org/article?id=EI7C&highlight=inter-

american|division#fn23)
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El objetivo mas acuciante de la Division Interamericana desde su incepcion fue el incremento
general de la feligresia. El informe de presidente de la Divisidn Interamericana en 1935 pinta
claramente el crecimiento continuo de la feligresia en ese periodo cuando dijo que, durante el
periodo de 1925-1935, los miembros de iglesia se incrementaron en 16.867, o un 182 por
ciento; los miembros de Escuela Sabatica se incrementaron en 26.593, o un 227 por ciento; y
los miembros de misioneros voluntarios se incrementaron en 6668, o un 235 por ciento.
Asimismo, durante el periodo de cuatro afios que va de 1931-1934, los miembros se
incrementaron en 10.472, o un 67 por ciento; los miembros de Escuela Sabatica se
incrementaron un 68 por ciento; y los bautismos totales fueron de 3012 en 1931; 3619 en 1932;
3774 en 1933; y 3956 en 1934.24 (https:/encyclopedia.adventist.org/article?
id=E|7C&highlight=inter-american|division#fn24)

Ubicaciones de la sede de la Divisidn Interamericana

Ciudad de Nueva York

Un desafio importante temprano fue hallar una ubicacion adecuada para que fuera sede de la
division. En los primeros meses, se abrieron oficinas temporarias en la Ciudad de Nueva York,
y se considerd establecer la sede en Nueva Orleans. Las principales razones para estas
consideraciones eran la necesidad de comunicarse y viajar hacia y desde el territorio de la
division. Hay que recordar que, en esa época, la mayor parte de los viajes y las
comunicaciones se llevaban a cabo a través de los puertos maritimos y, dado que el territorio
era tan diverso, la sede necesitaba estar en un lugar que facilitara esto.2%
(https:/encyclopedia.adventist.org/article?id=EI7C&highlight=inter-american|division#fn25)
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Los lideres de la iglesia durante las reuniones del Concilio Anual de la Divisidon Interamericana, llevado a cabo en Miami, Florida,
Estados Unidos, del 12-21 de diciembre de 1949. [Imagen: Archivos de fotografias de la Division Interamericana]

Zona del Canal de Panama

La primera ubicacion de la sede de la Divisidon Interamericana fue el territorio estadounidense
de la Zona del Canal de Panama,2® (https://encyclopedia.adventist.org/article?
id=EI7C&highlight=inter-american|division#fn26) donde permanecio de 1922 hasta 1943

cuando, debido al ingreso de los Estados Unidos a la guerra, todos los civiles tuvieron que ser
evacuados de la estratégica Zona del Canal. Sin embargo, el sitio de la sede en la Zona del
Canal ha permanecido en manos de la iglesia, ha servido de la sede de la Asociacion

Panamenfa, y es actualmente la sede de la Unidn Misidn Panamena.

Isla de Cuba

La segunda ubicacion de la sede de la Divisidon Interamericana fue en Rancho Boyeros, en
Cuba, donde, por primera y Unica vez, la divisidon no estuvo en territorio de los Estados
Unidos; por el contrario, las nuevas oficinas estaban en una casa de 14 habitaciones “en el
distrito General Peraza, un suburbio de La Habana”28

(https:/encyclopedia.adventist.org/article?id=EI7C&highlight=inter-american|division#fn28)

Su presidente era un lider con una clara vision espiritual, y escribié en “Mensajero de
Interamérica” de febrero de 1943 que, “en lugar de cinco mil bautismos al afio, deberiamos
estar bautizando 15 mil o 20 mil miembros nuevos cada ano. Creo que ese es un objetivo
hacia el cual deberiamos volcar cada esfuerzo en los dias gue aun nos gquedan para trabajar
por la salvacion de las almas”.22 (https:/encyclopedia.adventist.org/article?
id=EI7C&highlight=inter-american|division#fn29)

La Division funciond en Cuba entre 1943 y 1945, cuando la Asociaciéon General votd mover las
oficinas del territorio a otra ubicacion en el territorio de Estados Unidos. El edificio erigido
para la Division Interamericana en Cuba aun esta siendo usado por la iglesia y es la sede

actual de la Unidn Asociacion Cubana.
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Los miembros de la Junta de Fin de Afo de la Division Interamericana llevada a cabo en Coral Gables, Florida, Estados Unidos, en
1997. [Imagen: Archivos de fotografia de la Divisién Interamericana][lmage:

Suburbio de Miami: Coconut Grove, Florida

La tercera ubicacién de la sede de la Divisidon Interamericana se encontro en el nimero 1921
de South Bayshore Drive, Coconut Grove, Florida, debido a la necesidad de buena
comunicacion, facilidad de viaje, etc. dentro del territorio. La Divisidon Interamericana continud
construyendo sobre su legado de décadas anteriores. El evangelismo publico siguid siendo el
foco de todas las actividades y programas, y su presidente expreso: “El evangelismo es la
principal razén de ser. Todo lo que hacemos deberia ser llevado a cabo con un propdsito de
evangelizacion; después de todo, la ganancia de almas es nuestra empresa mas

importante” 3° (https:/encyclopedia.adventist.org/article?id=EI7C&highlight=inter-

american|division#fn30)

Aunque todos los planes administrativos estaban listos para operar desde esta nueva
ubicacion, el 25 de febrero de 1954, las oficinas de la division fueron destruidas en un
incendio y la sede tuvo que ser trasladada una vez mas. Se hicieron planes inmediatos de
construir nuevas oficinas que facilitaran mas las operaciones en expansién de la divisién.3!

(https://encyclopedia.adventist.org/article?id=EI7C&highlight=inter-american|division#fn31)
Ciudad de Coral Gables, Florida
La cuarta ubicacion de la sede de la Division Interamericana fue una necesidad debido al

incendio que habia consumido la sede anterior, y se buscd una nueva ubicacién cerca de la

que habia sido destruida por el fuego. Las nuevas oficinas se inauguraron el 17 de marzo de
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1955 en el numero 760 del Ponce de Leon Boulevard, Coral Gables, Florida, una zona
residencial y comercial altamente estimada, y funciond en ese lugar hasta 2001.32

(https:/encyclopedia.adventist.org/article?id=EI7C&highlight=inter-american|division#fn32)

Un grupo de lideres y personal saluda frente a la sede de la Division Interamericana en Kendall, Miami, Florida, Estados Unidos, en
celebracion de los eventos del centenario que tendran lugar en 2022. [Fotografia: Captura de pantalla de archivo de la Division
Interamericanal

Suburbio de Miami: Kendall, Florida

La quinta ubicacion de la sede central de la Divisidn Interamericana se hizo necesaria como
resultado del rapido crecimiento de la division y la necesidad de un espacio mayor que
albergara sus operaciones. Por ello, la administracion de la Division Interamericana decidid

construir nuevas oficinas para la division.

La creciente presencia de los adventistas en toda la Division Interamericana desde 1922
ilustra la efectividad de sus visionarios lideres; los miembros comprometidos de las diversas
comisiones de las divisiones; y todos los demas obreros y lideres, ministros, instructores

biblicos, colportores, y muy activos laicos.

Por fuentes usadas en este articulo y detalles adicionales sobre el crecimiento y el liderazgo
de la Division Interamericana a lo largo de los afios, véase el articulo completo AQUI

(https://encyclopedia.adventist.org/article?id=EI7C&highlight=inter-american|division)

Traduccion de Marcos Paseggi
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https://interamerica.org/es/2025/07/interamerica-afirma-a-nuevos-lideres-para-los-proximos-cinco-anos-durante-el-congreso-de-la-asociacion-general/
https://interamerica.org/es/category/desde-la-sede/
https://interamerica.org/es/category/desde-la-sede/
https://interamerica.org/es/category/rss-espanol/
https://interamerica.org/es/category/rss-espanol/
https://www.hopechannelinteramerica.org/espanol/
https://interamerica.org/es/directorio/
https://www.facebook.com/interamerica.org
https://twitter.com/adventistiad
https://vimeo.com/iadmedia
https://www.flickr.com/photos/interamerica

MAPA DEL SITIO (HTTPS://INTERAMERICA.ORG/ES/MAPA-DEL-SITIO/)

CONTACTANOS (HTTPS://INTERAMERICA.ORG/ES/CONTACTO/)

LEGAL NOTICE AND PRIVACY POLICY (HTTPS://INTERAMERICA.ORG/ES/LEGALES/)

© 2025 Conferencia General de la Iglesia Adventista del Séptimo Dia, Division Interamericana.
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